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Exchange on Chinese Language Teaching

The passion of Chinese language teachers in education brought the warm feeling during
the cold and snowy weather in Coquitlam on January 29, 2024.

On this day, Confucius Institute in Coquitlam hosted a collaboration meeting to
exchange ideas and information on Chinese language teaching of the Chinese bilingual
program. Twenty Chinese language teachers and Chinese program administrators
attended the meeting. At the beginning of the meeting, all the participants shared their
own experiences of Chinese language teaching in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere.
Many of them found that they had similar feelings and experiences in Chinese language
teaching. One of the main agendas was for teachers from different levels to share the
outcome and target of Chinese language teaching, teaching activity designs, assessments
as well as teaching pedagogies. As well, based on the current situation, the teachers also
discussed the challenges of the program and the strategies to deal with such challenges.
During the meeting, the leaders of the Confucius Institute introduced the resources,
activities and projects that were available to support Chinese language program, such as
online resources like IChineseReaders and Chairman’s Bao Program, projects of building
Chinese libraries for Chinese bilingual schools and Chinese language testing like YCT and
HSK. The Confucius Institute also introduced the different annual language and culture
activities it organized to provide the platform for students to learn more language and
culture, such as Chinese Classical Poetry Recitation Contest, Chinese Speech Contest,
Chinese Painting and Calligraphy Contest, Chinese Chess Tournament and Chinese Writing
Contest. The China trip program provided multicultural experiences for Canadian Chinese
teachers and students as well as to enhance their language learning. Such program
includes student summer and spring camps in China, credit and non-credit scholarships
to study in China. Everyone at the meeting were inspired with their openness by all these
opportunities and continued to contribute ideas to enhance the Chinese bilingual
program.

The whole day meeting was so successful that everyone was looking forward to the next
meeting to continue their sharing and exchange. At the meeting, the teachers expressed
the urgent need for Chinese reading materials in different levels. Now the needed
resource lists from the schools have been collected and Confucius Institute has provided
the support for the schools to get these recourses.



